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For the ©. Herald. 
THREE CASES, 


The Pilgrim’s last communication was upon the shoriness of life, 
the uncertainty of life, the certainty of death, and the necessity of a 
continual preparation. 

Having been called, recently, to attend upon solemn and afflictive 
occasions, the funeral solemnities of one, and to witness the agony 
of mind of two others in the prospect of death, he would now illus- 
trate his former positions by matters of fact ; and they are design- 
ed, chiefly, to excite in his fellow travellers to the grave, an anxious 
inquiry of the state of their souls, if now in readiness to fly to the 
Paradise of God, or only fit to sink forever. For there is no me- 
dium here. 

The first alluded to was an individual who had been afflicted for 
some months. During her illness she found that WANT was 
stamped upon her soul. Want of repentance—want of faith—want 
of a new heart—want of love to God ; and she trembled at the pros- 
pect for fear that WANT, want of Heaven would be everlastingly 
inscribed upon her sin-stained soul. She was visited by Christians, 
but there was no evidence that the Lord visited her with salvation. 
At length she died, leaving no testimony that her peace was made 
with God. How all important to be ready now, that when one dies, 
it will only be to fall asleep and sweetly expire in the arms of 
Jesus ! 

The second instance goes to show the unhappy consequence of 
resting in the profession of religion without knowing that God for 
Christ’s sake, hath pardoned our sins. ‘* He that hath the Son hath 
the witness’’—where? not in the sayings of this man or that man, 
but ‘in himself.” This person was a professor of religion. In the 
providence of God she was visited with sickness: now, the retro- 
spect, to her, afforded no consolation—the present was distress and 
anguish, and the prospect gloomy and horrible. I visited her—she 
told me her distress of mind—that she had professed religion for 
years. But, said she, | know not what it is to ‘‘be born again.” 
This is what I want: then, to die, would be easy. I could give up, . 
I could leave all. The day following she sent a special message 
for me : I went immediately. She had apprehended that she was 
dying. I found her in an increased agony——no peace of mind—no 
hope of heaven. No hope of heaven! In what frightful strains 
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did she relate to me what had passed during the interval of one day ! 
In language like this she exclaimed: ‘I have been in Hell; among 
the spirits of the damned! I am lost, irretrievably lost! Negligent, 
unprofitable servant! No hope of heaven!” After remaining with 
her two hours, I made a move to leave. ‘Stay! Leave me not!” 
was her language, ‘‘ if you go, | shall sink to Hell.” After singing 
and prayer, with which she had no relief, | left her in hopes of see- 
ing her again. The next day she became insane—continued a short 
time, and then left the world. How necessary for professors of 
religion to obtain, possess, and live in the continual enjoyment of 
the Spirit of God, witnessing with their hearts that they have been 
born again! ! 

The case of another professor of religion would | briefly men- 
tion, to show the necessity of knowing experimentally, that Christ is 
formed within us the hope of glory. For years she has gone 
to the table of the Lord. For years she has hada name to live, 
and apparently was engaged for her Master. But she has told 
me that she was never satisfied respecting herself: but her de- 
sire was to enjoy the favour of God. What is the result of her re- 
missness to secure what she merely desired? She has become a 
pitiable object ; emaciated and worn out with watching—sleepless 
nights, and tedious days have revolved, while melancholy and dark- 
ness profound have sat brooding over her dejected soul. Now up, 
now prostrate upon her bed. Oh! the cries! the tears of anguish 
bursting from her eyes! Alas! her deep fetched sighs! her hol- 
low groans! ‘I thought | was a christian—but I rested, as I stop- 
ped short of the pearl. Lord, have mercy. Oh! my friend, Mr. 
T , (addressing me,) my sorrow! my burden is too heavy for 
me. Why is it ? Can there be hope? Will the Lord have mercy 2” 
She walked—wrung her hands, and looked upwards.. The heavens 
were brass—all around was dismal, while the grave opened to her 
view with all its gloom, and with the prospect of soon standing 
before her Judge—but she yet lives. Is it to realize the blessed- 
ness of sins forgiven? Is it to enjoy the smiles of heaven? Is it to 
die in peace, and escape the second death? Oh! how necessary 
to KNOW that we are the children of God!!! THE PILGRIM. 


For the Christian Herald. 
THE MIDNIGHT MEDITATIONS OF A MISSIONARY. 


The moonlight pale is dancing on the wave, 
And the cool sea-breeze fans this lonely isle, 
And all around is calm and noiseless now, 
Save the wild dashing of the distant surge, 
And the soft rippling wave that laves the shore. 


I will abroad, and taste the sweet delights 
Of contemplation, in these midnight hours. 
My brethren there, and, in those straw-built huts, 
The swarthy natives, lock’d in the arms of sleep, 
Enjoy a sweet repose. None hears my voice, 
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Nor sees me moving in the moonlight beam, 
Like the dim shade of some departed soul. 








Here will I sit me down on this smooth stone, 
Just as I’ve sat me down in other climes, 

Neath the cool umbrage of the shadowing pine, 
Near by the foot of some tall woody height ;— 
When Cynthia drove her nightly car on high. 







Yes, I have sat me down—and I have thought 
Of days to come, when I should leave 
The grove of Academus, and the fount 
Of Helicon should taste no more ;— 
When to youthful scenes, and dearest home, 
And the blest land of my forefathers, 
I should bid a sorrowing, long adieu ;— 
When the propitious breeze should fill the sail, 
And I should plough alone, the foaming deep, 
“ And tempt the dangers of the stormy cape ;” 
When I should dwell in some sequestered isle, 
A thousand leagues from friends and country dear :— 
When I should walk amid the leafy palms, 
And eat the cocoa’s and banana’s fruit ;— 
When I should see the Morai’s bloody walls, 
And hear the shrieks of the poor captive man, 
Who dies a sacrifice to idol gods ;— 
When I, perhaps, should fee] the chilling steel 
Plunged in my heart, and yield my worthless life 
Beneath the prowess of a savage arm. 























Yes, I have thought of these—and I have thought 
Of nature’s sors, with deep pollution stained ; 
Whose only joy was bestial lust; whose minds 

‘The living light of heaven had ne’er illumed ; 

Who travelled on their pilgrimage of woe, 

And unrepenting, sunk in endless night,— 

With none to lead them in the way of life, 

And point to heaven, and say ‘ There dwells your God,’ 










And [ have come o’er ocean’s rolling wave 
‘To tell them of mount Calvary, and show 
To their relenting hearts, its bleeding Lord. 






O, Thou, who didst preserve thy feeble servant 
When he was cradied on the foaming billow, 
And kept’st the winds from his frail vessel, 

With heavenly wisdom my dark mind illume ; 
Let love and zeal within my breast reside, 

And make me shine in this far distant isle, 

Like yonder pole-star in the northern sky ; 

A light to guide the wandering, and the heart 
Fainting, and pierced with many griefs, to cheer. 












Yes, thou wilt guide, and thou wilt ever keep me, 
Precious Saviour, thou, for thou hast promised. 
Those glittering stars, and that mild moon that shines, 
They are thy creatures, and reflect thine image.— 

Ye glittering stars, and thou pale moon that shin’st, 
Ye shall not shine for ever—no ; He comes, 

The Saviour comes, and your bright beams shall fade 
Before him, when he shall sit in glory, 

The Judge of nations, and his saints reward. 










But ere that dread and glorious day shall come, 
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A brighter green shall clothe Owyhees plains— 

Here shall be fleecy flocks, and lowing herds, 

And waving fields of mellow, golden grain ; 

Here shall be populous villages, in which, 

Peace, love, and happiness shall ever dwell: 

The swarthy native here shall learn to guide 

The plough, or cross the wide and watery waste 

To distant climes ; or, nobler far, shall learn 

To walk in wisdom’s way, the path of peace, 

The way of pleasantness that leads to heaven. 

Yes, thou pale moon, thou may’st look forth and see, 
On yonder Morai’s ruins, over which, 

Oft-times the harpy bird hath cowered, and screamed, 
And stooped to tear the immolated man,— , 
Some gilded spire of consecrated church, 

In which the hymning voice of myriads 

Shall join, ascribing praise to Israel's God, 

To him, who saved from more than Egypt’s darkness, 
And poured a tide of blessings on their guilty land. 


But I shall not behold it—I shall sink 
In death’s cold sleep, and calmly, sweetly rest 
Upon my earthy pillow. .O, how sweet, 
How rapturing then, to cast a joyous look 
From heaven's high battlements upon this isle, 
Now the abode of wretchedness and sin, 
But soon, the happy island of the blest! 
How sweet, dear Obookiah, will it be, 
(if we, like kim who said to raptured John, 
In Patmos’ Isle, ‘I am thy fellow-servant 
Though of the angel band,’ if we, like him, 
Can visit earth, on heaven’s commission high ;) 
How sweet ’twill be to wing our rapid flight 
O’er cultivated fields, to see yon peak 
To its high top, with happy dwellings crowned— 
To see the satcheled school-boy wend his way— 
To hear the song of praise from infant tongues, 
And the warm prayer of venerated age: 
To hover o’er the Christians dying couch, 
And see the resignation pictured there ;— 
And when the struggling soul shall burst its bonds, 
And spread its pinions for a happier clime, 
How rapturing then, to soar with it above, 
And mark its glad surprise, when on its sight 
Shall burst the unimmagined joys of heaven— 
And it shall stand before the throne of God, 
And feel, that there to stand, is endless life, 
And more than life—is endless happiness, 


O, that bright world, 
Where heavenly joy succeeds to earthly woe, 
And earthly discord melts in harmony ! 
O, that bright world, whose every thought is bliss . 
What sweet communion shall there be 
On those fair shores ! ' Disembodied spirits, 
There from distant climes, and distant ages 
Shall converse together :—Moses, and Mills, 
And Paul, and David with his sweeter song, 
Their voices shall unite in heavenly symphony— 
The Otaheitan, Ethiop, and Turk, 
And throngs innumerous, from every clime, 
Shall swell the choral song, “ Alleluia! 
The Lord doth reign omnipotent!” 


A ERATOL 





Review of Whelpley’s Sermon. 


Review. 


A Sermon, delivered in the Murray-street Church, New-York, in be- 
half of the Unirep Foretcn Misstonarny Soctety, May 11th, 1823. 
By Pu. M. Wuevrzey, Pastor of the first Presbyterian Church in 
the city of New-York. J. Seymour. 8vo. pp. 32. 


We should suppose it rather a thankless task, to write Missionary 
and Charity sermons. The topics most proper for such occasions 
have been again and again brought into the pulpit. For the last 
twenty years, the greatest talents, both in this country and in Eu- 
rope, have been employed in this field of ministerial labour. It has 
been searched through and through. It requires, therefore, a man 
of master-spirit, to come forward on such an occasion, with a sub- 
ject which shall be invested with the charm of novelty. It is now 
nearly two thousand years, that the Christian religion has had a 
name, and a being in the world. Nor has she dwelt so much in ob- 
scurity, as to escape the notice of the great, and the learned. Her 
principles, therefore, have been fully developed, and her most in- 
teresting topics repeatedly discussed. Among our common clergy- 
men, originality bas almost ceased to be sought for on any occasion : 
especially on one of so frequent recurrence as the meeting of a be- 
nevolent association. We can therefore easily forgive a man for 
not being original as to the subject of his discourse. But is origi- 
nality of subject so identified with originality of style, that he who 
advances the same idea as John Calvin, must needs clothe it with 
the same phraseology ? Surely not. The manner in which any 
subject is to be treated, the expressions and figures to be employed, 
and the spirit to be infused, all depend on circumstances more under 
our controul. 

The only question is, are these things worthy the attention of 
the preacher ? And who can doubt what answer to give ? We know, 
indeed, that many great and good men have disregarded them alto- 
gether. Fixing an eager eye on truth, they have pursued that alone, 
and presented it, with an utter disregard to the manner in which they 
arrayed it. Had men that reverence for truth, which would induce 
them to welcome it though it came to them in the humble dress of 
peverty, this course would be less hurtful than it is at present. But 
he who urges the eternal truths of the Bible upon the attention of 
guilty men, urges upon them something, at the best, unwelcome. 
Shall they then be rendered yet more repulsive, by a dress which 
does not belong to them? No: let truth ever be presented in such 
drapery as shall not awaken the repugnance of her foes. Let her 
neither be decked in the gaudy plumage of romance, nor in the 
scanted and offensive costume of metaphysics. Let her wear her 
native, yet charming simplicity ; and then she is most likely to win 
her way to the hearts and affections of men. We make the confi- 
dent appeal to experience. We ask who is most likely to get the 
serious attention of an audience ? The man who retails his weekly 
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portion of antiquated doctrines, and antiquated phraseology ? Is not 
he the very one who, sooner than any other preacher, gets his au- 
dience asleep? There must be something more than a mere repe- 
tition of trite and time-worn remarks, to awaken an interest suffi- 
cient to secure the attention of most persons. But there is a power 
in novelty of expression, which has a mighty influence, even on 
drowsy men. Nor are they generally the ones who are most likely 
to see the distinction between originality of sentiment, and originali- 
ty of expression merely. Now it does seem to us that this latter 
kind of originality, though we confess it is inferior to the former, is 
yet of inestimable value. But some, perhaps, may ask if the one is 
not as much beyond the reach of ordinary men, asthe other. We are 
ready to answer, no: by no means. And we are ready to make the 
confident assertion, that every man of moderate talents is capable 
of being original more or less: enough so, certainly, to secure the 
interested attention of an audience. It is the grand fault of modern 
preachers, that they are tied too closely to the phraseology of their 
fathers. It is regarded as a kind of profane daring, in the “ petty 
men” of modern times, to depart from the well-beaten track of those 
departed giants. We confess we have too much of the common 
feeling to deny that they were great men, and good ministers. But 
while in every other department the genius of the age is pushing 
forward its improvements, shall the style of preaching remain in 
the back ground of antiquity ? Ought it not rather to keep pace 
with every thing around it, in the mighty march toward perfection ? 

We are not saying that any one dares avow such a reverence for 
the clergy of the past age, that he will not venture out of their track. 
But we ask, whether there are not many, unconsciously, perhaps, 
under the restraints we have suggested : many whom, should we fol- 
low them into the secrecy of the study, we should often find, * de- 
liberating in grave debate,’’ whether a particular form of expres- 
sion, or shade of thought, can be found in the works of Edwards, 
or of Hopkins, or of some other venerable divine. And should they 
find, in reviewing what they had written, some expression, or figure, 
too bold to find a fellow among their writings, how would they frown 
upon the bold intruder, and rebuke it from their pages. We say, 
away with such a servile spirit of imitation. 

We are not enlisting as the advocates of a wild and licentious 
style of pulpit eloquence. But we would discountenance one too 
tame and timid. Modesty of style and manner does indeed become 
«* the Ambassador of God to guilty men.”’ But is modesty necessa- 
rily allied to inelegance ? But while we wish to see every preacher 
of the gospel so free from the influence of ‘‘ traditions,’”’ that he 
dare be original, and, if you please, bold, in his manner of convey- 
ing the truth, we would lift the warning voice against the man, who 
in his rage for novelty, breaks away from the sentiments of his pre- 
decessors ; who, relying on the sufficiency of his own wisdom to 
direct him, pursues his devious and wayward course in a path, 
alike untrodden by his fathers, or by the ‘‘ Apostles and prophets.” 

“ From such apostles, O ye men of God, 
“ Preserve the Church !” 
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These remarks have been suggested by the perusal of a Missiona- 
ry Sermon, the title of which is prefixed to this article. Not that 
we have there found the faults of which we have been complain- 
ing, but an illustration of the happy consequences of freedom from 
those faults. The author exhibits very much of that boldness of 
conception, and originality of expression, which we so much admire. 
This sermon, as might be expected for the reasons already assigned, 
does not, perhaps, develope any new principle of gospel truth. But 
it has presented truths previously known, in a manner so beautifal, 
and striking, that they seem to possess all the charm of novelty. 
We are heartily rejoiced to find such a sermon ; for it illustrates, 
most admirably, this principle : that the same truth may be render- 
ed much more impressive and powerful, by being clearly and pro- 
perly presented. 

We dare not say of this discourse, that it is faultless: though we 
frankly confess we have read it with an interest so intense as 
scarcely to perceive its faults. Indeed, had we perused it only with 
ordinary caution, we might not have detected them at all. But it 
has excellencies enough to redeem it, even were its faults far great- 
er and more numerous than they are. 

The author’s text is in Acts, 26th chap. 19th verse. But though 
this verse is placed at the head of the discourse, the whole of Paul’s 
address to Agrippa, contained between the 12th and 20th verses, 
forms the basis of the sermon. 

The apostle, at the time of delivering these words, was arraigned 
as a criminal at the bar of Festus. He, who was once the chief of 
bigots, and the champion of persecution—who like a lion, breaking 
from his chains, had wandered from city to city, literally thirsting 
for the blood of the saints ; stands up before the haughty represen- 
tative of Cesar, the eloquent and able advocate of that very religion 
he had once so relentlessly persecuted. While yet breathing out 
threatenings and slaughter, he had left Jerusalem with a proud heart, 
and a bloody purpose, on an errand of persecution. The Jews had 
seen him depart in triumph, with a commission from the high priest, 
to execute his cruel designs. But while they were waiting to hear 
that the streets of Damascus had been baptized in Christian blood, 
there comes back from Paul the unlooked for report ; ‘* behold he 
prayeth.”” The learned and popular disciple of Gamaliel is no 
longer the favourite of the unstable multitude. A simultaneous feel- 
ing of hearty indignation thrills through their disappointed bosoms. 
From this time he becomes, like his fellow christians, the object of 
Jewish hatred and persecution. They had now laid upon him the 
hand of violence, and he had heard from them the appalling cry ; 
‘* away with him.” Forty of them, more sanguinary in their thirst 
for revenge than the rest, had voluntarily bound themselves by the 
obligation of an oath, not to eat until they had slain Paul. Rescued, 
by the interposition of the military power from their hands, he is 
sent to Felix for safety, and trial. The mean and evasive conduct 
of Felix, and the unmanly indecision of Festus, induces him to ap- 
peal to Cesar. But as if his sufferings were not aggravated enough, 
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even after his appeal, he is brought forth to undergo the mockery 
of a trial, to gratify the idle curiosity of Agrippa and Bernice. 
And though they were compelled to say ; ‘* this man doeth nothing 
worthy of death, or of bonds,” yet he could not be * set at liberty,’’ 
because ‘‘ he had appealed unto Cesar.’’ Yet why should we com- 
plain, so long as Paul thought himself happy, in being allowed another 
opportunity of bearing testimony to the truth as it is in Jesus. Be- 
ing permitted to speak, he stretches forth his hand and answers 
for himself. : 


He narrates the occasion of the surprising change in his character and 
conduct, that had subjected him to public hatred and bonds, and the peril 
of his life. vs. 18—15. 

The design also of this glorious vision he states, not as an inference of his 
own, but in the language of Christ himself—language he could not forget, 
as it contained his call to the apostleship, and his commission to the 
Gentiles. vs. 16—18, 

And lastly, he speaks in brief of the influence which this revelation had 
upon him. vs. 19—20. pp. 6, 7. 


This account, given by the Apostle, of the occasion, design, and 
effect of his conversion, Mr. W. makes “ the basis of some remarks 
upon the duty of christians, relative to the Missionary cause.” 


“Through me, instead of an abler advocate, Tae Uniren Foreien 
Missionary Socitry address you. They are willing to place themselves 
at the bar of your judgment, and, like Paul, with your permission, tell their 


story. It is plain and persuasive, because it is true. by wish to tell you 
e 


how they too have been arrested in their opposition to the cause of Christ, 
and what a glorious vision of the reigning Saviour they have seen :—they 
wish to tell you of the high and holy commission they have received, to 
turn to the heathen and impart to them the gospel of the grace of God :— 
they wish to tell you too, that they have “not been disobedient to the hea- 
venly vision,” but have showed, and are still labouring to show to the hea- 
then of the present day, “ that they should repent and turn to God, and 
do works meet for repentance.” And they think themselves happy in ap- 
pealing to you, becanse they have confidence in God and their cause, and 
are sure that your Christian charities will yield them higher favour than 
was wrung from the half-believing Agrippa.” pp. 7. 8. 


With regard to the occasion of Paul’s conversion, and his subse- 
quent introduction to the work ofa Missionary, we are told it was a 
miracle. There were many reasons why in this case it appeared 
desirable that he should be thus converted. It was to give him more 
influence as an Apostle—to reveal to him the truths he was to 
preach, and the duties he was to perform—to liberate him at once 
from the enthralling chains of Jewish prejudice and error—to teach 
him that the wall of partition, hitherto deemed impregnable, between 
the Hebrew and the Gentile world, was levelled in the dust—to give 
him an opportunity, like his fellow-apostles, to see the Saviour, and 
receive from His lips his instructions and commission. Such are 
some of the reasons enumerated, why it was necessary that Paul 
should be inducted, in a miraculous manner, into the office of an 
Apostle. But after all, it was not his having ‘‘ seen a heavenly 
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vision” that qualified him for the work of preaching the Gospel to 
the Gentiles. No; for Balaam also “‘ saw a heavenly vision.”’ It 
was the ardent piety of Paul ; it was ** his conversion to the faith of 
Christ.” 

The practical principle deduced from this fact, and applied to the 
duty of Christians, is, that conversion is all we need to wait for, before 
we are prepared to become efficient agents—co-workers together with 
Christ, in the conversion of the world. The Christian is not to wait 
for a message, or a sign, from Heaven. It is enough that he is con- 
verted. He is then prepared, and laid under the same obligation as 
the Apostle Paul, according to the degree of ability God has given 
him, to labour to evangelize the world. He is not to wait until he 
hears the voice of God miraculously admonishing him to come forth 
from the slambers of inaction, and set himself to the task of the 
world’s conversion. He is not to wait for a miracle—firat, because 
the grounds of Christian duty have no connection with miraculous 
agency. The question is not, ‘* Have you seen a miracle ?’’ but ** Have 
you been converted?” ‘he answer to this question decides whe- 
ther it is your duty to enter on the work of sending the Gospel to 
the heathen. 

In the second place, we are not to wait for a miracle ; because we 
have other and sufficient incitements. We have the authoritative 
command of Christ, ‘‘Go ye into all the world, and preach the Gos- 
pel to every creature.’’ This command, although primarily ad- 
dressed to the Apostles, and their successors in the ministry, is, in 
its spirit, binding on every one who has been converted. If preachers 
must ‘‘ go,” does it not belong to somebody to * send’’ them ? 

We have also the spreading and efficacious influence of those 
who have already been converted and engaged in the grand enter- 
prise. Every Christian convert has his circle of influence. If he 
has done as he should do, he has contributed to accelerate the pro- 
gress of Christianity, that it may proceed majestically onward, moved 
by an impulse which, for centuries, has been accumulating :-— 


“ Paul is converted by a miracle; but being converted, and devoting 
himself to the cause of Christ, by his influence and the simple exhibition 
of the truth on its own evidence, hundreds,—yea, thousands, are converted 
without a miracle. But the conversion of every individual, in whatever 
sphere of life, brings him under the same obligation to become himself a 
centre of influence for the conversion of other hundreds—other thousands. 
And in this way, my hearers, the world is to be converted.” p. 15. 


We have also the signs of the times. Wonders are working in 
the Christian world. The most mighty and majestic operations are 
going forward. The man who does not wilfully close his eyes upon 
the events which are transpiring around him, must perceive that 
now is emphatically atime when God delights to favour Zion. Does 
a Christian, then, need a miracle to rouse up and set in motion the 
dormant energies of his benevolence ? 

Of the design of St. Paul’s conversion, the author observes, it was 
for the salvation of the Gentiles. Such is the account the Scripture 
C. Herarp. No. 231. 22 
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gives, in the language of Christ himself—‘‘I have appeared unto 
thee for this purpose,” &c. Acts, xx. 16, 17, 18. From the 
language of St. Paul, Mr. Whelpley infers the important princi- 
ple, ‘‘that it is the design of every man’s conversion, not only 
that his own soul, but that others—all, to whom he can extend the 
influence of the Gospel, should be saved.” Is it then true, that the 
object of a man’s conversion is by no means accomplished when his 
own salvation is secured? And are Christians aware of this? Do 
they feel it? Of the truth of the principle we think no doubt can 
be entertained. We know, indeed, that the same almighty and pre- 
siding God, who called earth out of chaos, and light out of darkness, 
can convert sinners without the intervention of any instrumentality. 
So too, we doubt not but he could transform the forest into fertile 
fields, and the desert into a fruitful plain. And the dealings of God. 
as fully justify the conclusion, that he will do the latter without the 
ordinary agency of man, as that he will do the former without the 
co-working of Christians. Christians then are to be active in the 
moral renovation of the world. Jt was for this that they have been 
converted. This sentiment ought to echo round through our church- 
es, until it shall have reached the heart of every friend of Jesus— 
until it becomes a fixed and permanent principle of action. 


“ Let a Christian realize for a moment the grandeur of his privilege as 
a citizen of Zion—as a member of that Church, which is not now, as for- 
merly, “a little flock,” persecuted and driven and slaughtered—but “ a 
great multitude, which no man can number,” and consider what relation he 
bears to the rest of mankind. Let him ask himself—if Paul was convert- 
ed, not merely or chiefly that his own soul might be saved, but that he 
might become a witness for Christ, and a minister of salvation to his bro- 
ther the Jew, and his neighbour the Gentile, what reason have I to think 
that my conversion—if indeed I am a disciple of Jesus—contemplates any 
different design? If when the whole number of Christians was scarcely 
enough to fill an upper chamber at Jerusalem, they were bound and pledg- 
ed to the mighty enterprise of enlightening and saving the world, what 
must be the responsibilities of the Chureh now, when she counts some mil- 
lions of her sons, and holds no longer a retiring and defensive attitude, but 
stands upon a rock of strength and bids defiance to “ the gates of hell ?”— 
And what must be my responsibility as a Christian, thus fortified by num- 
bers, and success, and the favour of the Highest ? Should I not infer, that, 
in “turning me from darkness to light,” Gop has other and higher pur- 
poses to answer than my own salvation ? that he means to gather glory 
to himself by making me in some way instrumental in saving the souls of 
men ?_ pp. 17, 18. 


We cannot stop to particularize upon the remarks made by Mr. 
W. to illustrate and enforce this duty. He refers to the ‘ mighty 
congregation of immortal beings, living in alienation from God, and 
dying the death eternal’—the indispensible necessity that they be 
converted, or be lost for ever—the pressing and pathetic appeal, 
which their temporal woes makes to the philanthropy of the 
Christian. 

The effect of Paul’s conversion, which is the last general topic, 
Mr. W. says, was obedience. From this he derives the important 
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inference ; ‘ that the influence of conversion is always to fill the soul 
with the benevolent spirit of the gospel, and make Christians feel not 
only for their own, but for the necessities of all mankind : and of course 
dispose them to promote the missionary cause.” 

The benevolence of the gospel is diffusive. It does not waste its 
energies in empty wishes for the good of others. It feels and it acts. 
It recognizes no boundaries to the field of its exertions. A world 
lieth in wickedness ; and the redemption of that world from wo 
temporal, and wo eternal, is an object none too stupendous for 
Christian benevolence to grapple with. The man of God must be 
a philanthropist of the world. He knows no reason why his ioflu 
ence and exertions should be limited to his own household—the fami- 
lies around him—or even the country where he dwells. 


“ Did the Apostles remain in Jerusalem, or confine their labours to Ju- 
dea—as well they might for the same reason—till their own nation were 
evangelized >—No! they not only laboured in Jerusalem and Judea, but 
they went from province to province; they traversed the Gentile world, 
and made it their object to plant the gospel in every nation. And is it not 
a fact within our own knowledge, that efforts to spread the gospel abroad 
invariably kindle a purer and more ardent zeal to establish it at home ?— 


. Believe it, brethren, the nature of religion is such, that the more you im- 


part of it to others, the more you have left to appreciate and enjoy. “ Cast 
your bread upon the waters and it shall return unto thee after many days.” 
Where is thy philanthropy, friend of Jesus Christ ? Dost thou possess the 
benevolent spirit of the Saviour, and canst thou look unmoved upon the 
final destiny of millions that perish for need of that gospel which it is in 
your power to give?” p. 27. 


The author of the sermon having shown Christians what their 
duty is, proceeds to urge them to obedience. He sets before them 
the example of Paul, and the Apostles—of the reformers, ministers, 
and missionaries. 


“ But there is an appeal of another sort, which I am persuaded will re- 
quire more hardihood to gainsay or resist than you possess. It is the ap- 
peal of those who rise up in the midst of us—and I have no doubt there 
are some in this assembly who have it in their heart, and who are trembling 
with desire to do it—who rise up and say, “we have seen the Saviour, 
and we will “ not be disobedient to the heavenly vision ; we love him—we 
love the souls of our fellow-men—we have wept in secret places over the 
miseries and death of the Heathen—we are willing to bid adieu to country 
and kindred—to friends and home—send us away!” And what will you 
say to such an appeal? Rather what have you said ?—for I remember 
the agony of feeling that was recently produced by the presence of certain 
little bands of missionaries on their way to the Heathen :—how your tears 
bade them adieu, and your prayers followed them! You said to them, 
“ go!—and in the bosom of the howling wilderness, plant the glorious 
cross!” They have gone—they are there—they have planted the cross, 
and some of them now lie sleeping at its feet! But, brethren, have you for- 
gotten them ? do you not know that they are in want? that they need your 
present aid? and will you let them suffer, while they are labouring to im- 
part the rich mercies—the redeeming efficacy of the gospel to the tenants 
of the wilderness!” pp. 29, 30. 
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We are, perhaps, protracting this review too long ; but we are not 
willing to close it without introducing some of the concluding para- 
graphs. They will at once do honour to the author of the sermon ; 
gratify every one who reads them ; and save us the trouble of saying 
any thing in commendation of the discourse. 


“ Pardon me, my hearers, for it is no wandering of my fancy—we also 
see “a heavenly vision !”—a vision more real than that which entranced 
the soul of the prophet, as he sat in his lonely tower, and cried, “ watch- 
man, what of the night ?”—a vision, sublime and beautiful, like that which 
caught the eye of the exile of Patmos, “ an angel flying through the midst 
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel in his hand!” 

“Tt is indeed a “ heavenly vision !” I thought so, when, a few days since, 
I stood in an assembly of some thousands of poor children, gathered out 
of the highways and hedges of this city, and heard their happy voices 
singing praises to Gop! I thought so, when, with an immense throng of 
Christians of every name, I listened to the operations of the American Bi- 
ble Society, and heard there a man from the southern hemisphere—a Ca- 
tholic patriot, pleading against the cruelties of his mother church, and be- 
seeching for the Bible, to heal the wounds of his bleeding country, and 
emancipate her children! I thought so, when a few hours before, in the 
' presence of the United Foreign Missionary Society, I heard the claims of 

200,000 souls, inhabiting the unbroken forests that cover half a conti- 
nent, and listened to the cry that has come to us over the mountains, from 
the very shore of the Pacific—when I heard one of their missionaries, in the 
fervour of an evangelist, appealing to the sympathies, the prayers, the cha- 
rities of Christians ;—when I saw two little Indian children, baptized into 
the faith of my Saviour by the waters of the far-off western sky, and si- 
Jently pleading the cause of their parents and kindred ;—when I saw the 
“war club,” that had so lately been warmed in blood, sent by one of the 
princes of the forest, as an offering to the Prince of Peace—QOh, it was 
“a heavenly vision !’—And does it not now seem like the sunrise of that 
day of glory, when the mysterious blessing of the gospel shall have reached 
the most distant and desolate places of human abode ;—when the world, 
revived, emancipated, shall be dressed in the order and beauty of a new 
creation, because her curse is removed—her sufferings are past—and her 
blood is washed away !—Is not the hour at hand, when the arch of Gon’s 
redeeming covenant shall encircle the bright heavens, and all nations rejoice 
beneathfit! pp. 30, 32. 


Kutelligence. 


ENGLAND.—tLonpon suNDAY SCHOOL UNION. 


The anniversary of this Society exhibited a scene not the least 
interesting among the noble institutions that distinguish a month of 
May in London. In reading the report, and the addresses deliver- 
ed at the meeting, we have felt that all the eulogium offered upon 
Sunday Schools, has fallen far below a just representation of their 
real excellence. In tracing the march of Sunday Schools, we are 
overwhelmed in the multitude of interesting facts which press upon 
us, and find it no longer practicable to record particular instances of 
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usefulness, whether we regard the happy influence exerted upon 
the pupils, their parents, or the teachers. 

The Report before us commences with a notice of what has been 
done in France, where (in and near Paris) about 300 children are 
enjoying the benefit of Sunday School instruction. Switzer/and and 
Gibraltar are also mentioned as having been aided by the Society. 
To India, Ceylon, New South Wales, and Van Dieman’s Land, sup- 
plies of books have been sent, and the most encouraging success is 
already visible. At Papara and Wilk’s Harbour, in the South Sea 
Islands, many hundreds receive instruction in Sunday Schools. In 
West Africa and South Africa, several thousands of young persons 
are rising into life, and carrying with them the excellent instructions 
received in the schools. The Report next adverts to the United 
States, but this part we shall pass over ; and of their foreign opera- 
tions merely further mention that the Society’s labours are extend- 
ed to Canada, Newfoundland, Nova Scotia, and the West Indies, each 
of which places are particularly noticed. The Society’s Domestic 
proceedings next occupy the Report ; and these present the follow- 
ing grand results :—The four London Auxiliaries have 397 schools, 
with 5,083 teachers, and 55,175 scholars—Country Unions 2,888 
schools, 37,546 teachers, and 383,670 scholars—W ales, 974 schools, 
14,018 teachers, 98,240 scholars—Scotland, 1,292 schools, 3,000 
teachers, and 71,300 scholars.—Total reported in Great Britain 
5,551 schools, 59,647 teachers, and 008,385 scholars. To these 
may be added (not in connexion with the London Union) for the 
Hibernian Society, 103 schouls, and 6,824 scholars ; and the Sunday 
School Society for Ireland, 167,088 scholars. The totalamount of 
the above in Great Britain and Ireland is, 7,415 schools, about 
72,000 teachers, and seven hundred and seventy-two thousand, two 
hundred and ninety-seven scholars ! 

The Committee warmly recommend the establishment of Infant 
Schools, upon the plan of Mr. Wilderspin, which has been attempted 
with considerable success. 

Josern Burterworts, Esq. M. P. presided at the annual meet- 
ing, and introduced the business with some appropriate remarks : 
the Rev. E. Irvine followed in an animating speech of considerable 
length: he had visited several districts of the city, and found in one 
instance that only 4 out of 40 of a suitable age &c. attended Sunday 
School, and in some districts the proportion of scholars was much 
less. The Rev. John Clayton next addressed the meeting, and 
dwelt particularly on the beauty of the Union, which characterizes 
these institutions. William Rust, Esq. of Hull, noticed the good 
effects of the institution in that place, and was followed by the Kev. 
S. Curwen, who dwelt upon the peculiar advantages which Sunday 
Schools afford in religious instruction, and in uniting the eflorts of 
Christians to meliorate the condition of man. Mr. Alderman Key 
would avow, ‘ that the principles on which he entered upon pub- 
lic life, were those of love to God and man, and he should embrace 
the present opportunity of renewing this pledge before the present 
meeting, in which he was encouraged by that word, which he trust- 
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ed would be a light to his feet and a lantern to his path, and which 
commands us to train up the young in the way in which they should 
go.” After alluding to the unhappy state of the continent, he asks, 
‘* Where is the institution which has the glory of God and the good 
of man in view, which does not meet with opposition? He was 
happy that many members of his own communion, the Church of 
England, were joining with other denominations ; but he had been 
asked how he could, as a consistent churchman, join with the dissen- 
ters to change the religion of their forefathers, and to overthrow 
the established church! ‘To such objections he replied, do you ex- 
pect in that happy place, in which we hope to meet at last, that 
there will be any distinction of churchmen and dissenters ? And if 
keeping children in ignorance would overthrow the established 
charch, if teaching them to read the Bible would overturn her arti- 
cles, | should say the sooner she was overturned the better. But 
he felt convinced that the plans pursued by these societies would 
have a diametrically opposite effect : he had no wish to teach any to 
change their religion, but he would tell them that unless their re- 
ligion changed them, better would it have been that they had not 
been born.” The Rev. Mr. Harvard adverted to the pecuniary 
interests of the Society, and was followed by the Rev. Joseph Tay- 
lor, and the Rev. Mr. Upton, who related many interesting facts. 
The Rey. 8. Kilpin remarked, that in catechising some children 
on the subject ‘* thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven,” the 
following were the questions and answers. What is to be done? 
The will of God. Where is it to be done? On earth. How is it 
to be done? As it isin heaven. How do you think the angels do 
the will of God in heaven, as they are our pattern ? The first child 
replied, ‘‘ they do it immediately.”” The second, ‘‘ they do it ac- 
tively.” The third, ‘‘ they do it constantly.” The fourth, ‘ they 
do it ardently.” The fifth, ‘they do it unitedly.” Here a pause 
ensued, and no other children appeared to have any answer, but, 
after some time, a little girl arose and said, ‘* Why, sir, they do it 
without asking any questions.”” The meeting was concluded with 
some remarks from the chairman, in which he recommended the 
‘* Bible Catechism,” prepared by Mr. Lloyd, one of the secretaries. 


+ 


IRELAN D.—nIBERNIAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


On Thursday, April 10th, the seventeenth Annual General Meet- 
ing of the Hibernian Bible Society was held in the Rotunda, Dublin ; 
the Right Hon. Judge Daly, one of the Vice-Presidents, in the chair. 

The Chairman commenced the business of the day by reading the 
following letter from his Grace the Archbishop of Tuam, President 
of the Society. 

“Palace of Tuam, April 3, 1823.” 
‘+ Sir, 

‘My continued, and, if possible, inereased attachment to the 

great cause which the Hibernian Bibie Society has in hands, would 
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not admit of any light reason for yielding to another my right to 
the chair at its meeting on Thursday next. But, in truth, unforeseen 
circumstances have occurred to render my leaving my family at this 
time ee absolutely necessary) very distressing. There will be 
no difficulty from among the numerous friends of the Society to se- 
lect one to fill the chair every way (except the earnest and anxious 
desire to promote the glorious object of the Society, in which I will 
give place to no man living,) far better qualified than | am for that 
distinguished privilege. 1 know that this work of mercy prospers, 
and its prosperity is evidence that it is the work of God. And may 
He, by the influence of his grace, continue to prosper it more and 
more ! I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 
*“ Pow: rn Tuam.” 

The Report stated that the whole number of the auxiliary institutions 
which have been formed or re-organized during the past year is five 
auxiliary Societies, and 30 Bible Associations, making a total of 35 ; 
which, added to the Institutions formerly in connexion with you, and 
deducting those which have been dissolved, make a total of 147 
Bible institutions of all kinds now in connexion with the Hibernian 
Bible Society. 

The receipts of the Society for the last year have been, from 
various sources, $19,746 87, for which contributions the Commit- 
tee desire to express their unfeigned gratitade. 

The issues of books from the depository of the Society have 
been for the last year 8628 Bibles, and 7949 Testaments, which 
have been issued as follows : 

‘* Sold to Auxiliary Societies and *Associations 6888 Bibles, 6256 
Testaments. 

‘“‘ Sold at reduced prices to Subscribers, 1074 Bibles, 739 Testa- 
ments. 

‘** Bestowed gratuitously, 666 Bibles, 954 Testaments ; making 
the total issues of the Society, since its establishment, 312,272 Bi- 
bles and Testaments.”’ 


——- 
—— 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SOCIETY FOR IRELAND. 


The last report of this institution, just received, states that the 
state of Ireland has been the subject of anxious, and in many re- 
spects, of painful interest to every class of the community. The 
miseries which want and disease have from time to time inflicted on 
her peasantry, have called forth the sympathy and generous assist- 
ance of the affluent and the benevolent. The spirit of outrage and 
insubordination which has been manifested in some of her populous 
districts, has powerfully excited the feelings, and arrested the atten- 
tion of all who are interested in her well-being; while the hope 
that means might be found to alleviate these disasters, has been fur- 
nished by the success of those societies which have laboured to 
promote the moral and religious improvement of Ireland. 

The receipts of the society during the last year amounted to 
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$2,372 78; of this sum however, $1,544 46 were paid in for books 
and monthly extracts sold at the depository. 

The committee rejoice in the conviction, that whilst benevolent 
persons in England are so generously employed, in relieving the 
distresses, and in forwarding plans for promoting industry among the 
peasantry of Ireland ; they seem aware, that the accomplishment 
even of this most desirable result, would not go to the extent: of 
effectual relief. ‘The committee are therefore persuaded that these 
friends, convinced that the only remedy which can meet the evil of 
the case is the promotion of the knowledge of true religion, will not 
only continue to further their own immediate object, but will also 
use their exertions to promote the blessed influence of religion in 
Ireland, by strengthening the hands of societies whose objects are 
directed to that end. 

During the past year, gratuitous assistance has been afforded to 
640 schools, of which 437 had received similar assistance in former 
years. The gratuitous aid afforded to these schools was as follows : 
16,257 ‘Testaments—17530 Spelling-Books, No. 1—18,514 Spell- 
ing-Books, No. 2—9,066 Alphabets, and 3,641 Freeman’s Card for 
adults ; exclusively of which the following books were sold at re- 
duced prices to the conductors of Sunday Schools, who had either 
received gratuitous assistance during the year, or who were unwill- 
ing to draw on the funds of the society, viz. 512 Bibles—1,774 Tes- 
taments—7381 Spelling-Books, No. 1—5015 Spelling-Books, No. 2 
—4,116 Alphabets—1,256 Freeman’s Card for adults, and 149 Hints 
for conducting Sunday Schools. The entire issues from the de- 
pository, gratuitously, and at réduced prices, during the past year, 
have therefore been—512 Bibles—18,031 Testaments—48,440 
Spelling-Books, No. 1, and No. 2—~13,182 Alphabets—4,897 Free- 
man’s Card for adults, and 149 Hints for conducting Sunday Schools. 
The following books have been granted gratuitously, and sold at re- 
duced prices, since the formation of the society: 8,038 Bibles— 
119,476 Testaments—112 Scripture extracts—3846,159 Spelling- 
Books, No. 1, and No. 2—106,211 Alphabets—14,205 Freeman’s 
Card for adults—1,524 Hints for conducting Sunday Schools—and the 
sum of 427/. 10s. 6d. has been expended in grants of money to the 
schools since the formation of the society. 

At the commencement of the past year the number of schools as- 
sisted by the society was 1558, the number of scholars 156,255 ; 
the number of schools which have now heen assisted is 1761, con- 
taining, by the last returns, 167,088 scholars: the increase during the 
past year, taken in this point of view, amounts to 203 schools. Of 
these 1761 schools, 242, containing 17,306 scholars, have either been 
discontinued from untoward circumstances, or have merged into 
other schools. 

In conclusion the committee observe : wherever Sunday Schools 
exist to any extent, the neighbourhood is peaceable—the Sabbath 
is respected and observed—public worship is more numerously and 
reverentially attended—the exertions of the Christian minister are 
facilitated—the rich and the poor are united, not in the chimerical 
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and useless project of equality, but by the mutually improving and 
ennobling interchange of good offices on the one side, and gratitude 
on the other—the families of the poor have been rendered happy 
by the good: feeling and good conduct of the children—the holy 
Scriptures have become the valued inmate of houses where they 
were hitherto unknown--family prayer has been established, and 
the hours of sickness and sorrow have been cheered by the light of 
divine truth, Cases too, of individual improvement have been fre- 
quently made known to your committee, which were calculated high- 
ly to gratify the friends of religious education ; but the committee 
have foreborne to make them public, lest the breath of human ap- 
plause should tarnish the simplicity of the young mind, and the bane- 
ful feelings of pride and vanity counteract the influence of Christian 
instruction. 

Convinced, therefore, that in order to promote public tranquillity 
and peace—to improve and ennoble the human character, and to 
promote and increase human happiness—there exist no such effica- 
cious means as the early inculcation of the doctrines and precepts 
of genuine Christianity; and under the persuasion that Sunday 
Schools are eminently calculated to communicate this all-important 
instruction, your committee close their report by commending their 
cause tothe protection and blessing of Almighty God, assured that 
however useful and practicable the end, and however adapted to 
success may be the means, “though Paul may plant and Apollos 
water, it is He alone who giveth the increase.” 


eee 


UNITED STATES.—aAmeErican soOciETY FOR MELIORATING THE 
1 CONDITION OF THE JEWS. 

















First Report.* 


This Society has been in existence for three years, but has never before 
published a report. The reason of this is to be found in the nature of its 
incipient operations, which, being chiefly preparatory and prospective, 
furnished nothing of sufficient magnitude and interest to form the body 
of a Report. During this period they could do little else than survey this 
vast untrodden field of the future victories of their Lord, acquaint them- 
selves with its surface, and consider the labour necessary to be expended 
in its cultivation, open a correspondence with their fellow servants in 
distant places, and having prepared to commence operations, await the 
signal from the great Proprietor of the soil, the “ Lord of the Harvest.” 

This signal they considered as given them, by the arrival from Europe 
of Mr. Jadownicky, a converted Jew, as special agent from Count Von 
Der Recke, a German nobleman, who is devoting his extensive influence 
and large property to the furtherance of the conversion of the Jews. Of 


* Shortly after the Anniversary of this Society we prepared our review of their 
Report, but it was mislaid, and in hope of finding it, we have delayed a notice of it 
longer than was desirable. It will be read with interest at all times by those who feel 
for the salvation of the Jews. , - 
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Mr. Jadownicky, the Report speaks in honourable terms of commenda- 
tion. He is prosecuting, at Princeton, the appropriate studies requisite 
to prepare him to be a missionary to his unhappy countrymen. With 
Count Von Der Recke are associated many benevolent spirits in the Eu- 
ropean world : on the continent, Bergmann, Goldberg, Marc, Wollfe, and 
Moritz; in Britain, Adler, Steinkopfi, Way, Faber, Hawtrey, Richmond, 
Simeon, and Bogue. ‘To these America can now add the names of Frey 
and Jadownicky. 

The London Society, for promoting Christianity among the Jews, was 
formed in 1809. It has schools for Jewish children, and a Seminary for 
the instruction of Missionaries ; its income, last year, exceeded £10,000 
sterling. 

A similar Society was formed at Edinburgh in 1819; and a branch has 
since been located at Glasgow; there are several others in Ireland, and 
on the continent, and one in Asia. Indeed a very general excitement 
seems at length to have been given to the sympathies of Christendom, in 
favour of long-forgotten Israel “ who is the mother of us.all.” That the 
Christian community in the United States is a sharer in this heaven de- 
scended influence, has felt this electrifying impulse, and is about to exhi- 
bit its effects, the Report proceeds to show, by an exhibition of the follow- 
ing facts : 

1. The formation of Societies, in different sections of our country, for 
promoting the conversion of the Jews. Beside this Society and its auxi- 
liaries, (now 150,) there exist several independent of it, viz. The Female 
Society of Boston and its vicinity. ‘The Female Society of Portland, 
and The Portland Society, consisting of members of the other sex. 

2. The success of the Society’s agent, the Rev. Mr. Frey. 

This laborious servant of his nation has made three several. tours 
through different parts of the Union, to diffuse information, promote the 
formation of auxiliary Societies, and to collect funds. One in the Eastern 
states, one in those North, and the last in the states South of this city. 
The Auxiliary Societies he was chiefly imstrumental in forming, now 
amount to about one hundred and fifty, and the funds collected to above 
forty-six hundred dollars. 

3. The spirit manifested in the communications received from the 
Auxiliaries. 

Several extracts are given as instances; and also a communication 
from an individual, inclosing a silver medal of the Freemasons’ Society, 
which the donor declares to be “ dear to him from the lively remem- 
brance of scenes and representations which its ancient hieroglyphics but 
faintly delineate, but which he parts with as a token of his great interest 
in the cause of Christianity. 

4. The feasibility of the project of colonization; its growing expedi- 
ency in the estimation of the Society’s members and the public; the pe- 
culiar facilities and obligations resulting from the correspondence with 
Count Von Der Recke, and the Society’s prospective connexion with his 

- establishment on the continent, and the conclusion to which the Board 
have decisively come in its adoption. 

Under this head the Report quotes facts, to show that the condition of 
the Jews in Continental Europe is grievous in the extreme—and the ob- 
stacles to their conversion numerous and ordinarily insuperable—as soon 























American Society for meliorating the Condition of the Jews. 179 


as they even begin to inquire into the truth of Christianity, they are at 
once cast out and persecuted by their brethren ; while being suspected 
and not received by Christians, they are left to sufferings of which little 
idea can be formed in this happy land. 


It was this which led Count Von Der Recke to the idea of forming for 
their reception “ a sort of colony, in which agriculture and manufacture 
should assist each other; connected with this, there should be an institu- 
tion for the education of both sexes of Israelitic children, a chatechetical 
school, or school of instruction in the Christian evangelical doctrines of 
faith, for those adult Jews who might join the colony; as well as a re- 
gular school for instruction in various kinds of workmanship, so that the 
Jews might no longer be exposed to their pursuit of traffic and concomitant 
corruption, but be trained unto a life of industry.” 


In prosecution of this plan he has already gone to great expense. His 
colony, which is in one of the finest parts of Germany, near the Rhine, 
he wishes to make a preparatory station which shall serve as a telegraph 
to the Jews in that quarter, and in which inquirers into the truth, as _ well 
as those who have embraced the truth, shall by previous and all manner 
of useful instruction, as well as trial of their character, be prepared for 
emigration to America. It will thus operate to the institution in this 
country as a safeguard against imposture and abuse. ‘The Colony here 
is not, indeed, to be replenished solely from that on the Rhine; but that 
source will be its ordinary principal one. 

The Report quotes the following affecting details stated by Mr. 
Jadownicky, from personal observation. 


“ Several young Israelites of unblemished character, who had been 
brought, by perusal of the Holy Scriptures, to think seriously of the state 
of their souls, and who in the spring of the last year applied to pastor Stein, 
one of the most worthy Christian ministers in Frankfurt, to receive evan- 
gelical instruction, were informed by that excellent man, with heartfelt sor- 
row, that they must first procure employment among Christians. Now as 
this was not so easy to be obtained, and as the thought occurred to them 
that in making the application they might be considered as interested hy- 
pocrites, they found themselves under the dpe | of returning to Juda- 
ism.—And are they not now ina situation in which they are tempted to 

ut down every favourable thought of Christianity that may arise in their 
inmost souls? Missionaries, therefore, and ministers, when Israelites, by 
the influence of the Hely Spirit, are awakened by their conversation or 
preaching, and open their hearts to them, are placed in the most distressing 
dilemma. : 

“ Another young Israelite who was baptized last spring by Rev. Mr. 
Peterson, of Wiedmar, left his able parents at Cologne, and hired himselt 
to a farmer, on condition that he would suffer him to obtain Christian in- 
struction from an evangelical minister. This part of the contract was most 
shamefully disregarded by his employer, who, under various pretexts, kept 
back this poor Israelite, starving for the knowledge of the truth, from day 
to day, until the case was discovered by a Christian farmer in the neigh- 
bourhood, who gave him employment, and sent him for instruction to the 
minister above named. 

“ How many an Israelite, whose heart is touched by the Gospel, and who 
feels a desire of instruction, in not knowing whither he shall go, falls into 
the hands of such nominal Christians ; and finding himself deceived in bis 
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expectations of an example in them worthy of the Christian profession, 
is driven back again into Judaism. 

* On my way to this country, I met, in a small town on the borders of 
Germany, a converted Jew, ae | the reading of the New Testament 
was brought tu reflection. For a whole year he paid stolen visits (for he 
then lived with his parents) to a Christian minister of the place, to obtain 
Christian instruction. That well-disposed minister was satisfied of the 
faith of this Israelite, but would not consent to his union to the Christian 
church until he had obtained some secular employment. Wheo the Israel- 
ite, however, who could no longer conceal his faith in Christ, insisted upon 
being baptized, that sacred rite was administered. He is now without 
bread, and would be forsaken, were it not for his Jewish father, wio, less 
barbarous than others under similar circumstances, pays occasional atten- 
tion to his wants. 

“ In a letter from our beloved Mare to Peter Diederichs, Director and 
Corresponding Secretary of the Elberfeld Missionary Society, after a late 
missionary excursion on the Rhine, he observed among other thin 
‘ Generally, I may venture to say, that all the Jewish teachers in the whole 
vicinity of the Rhine are inclined to receive the Christian religion if they 
only knew how, as Christians, they should obtain their temporal support. 
The harvest indeed is ripe, and requires only sunshine to gather it.’” 


The need of some refuge here for inquiring or converted emi- 
grants, is thus forcibly presented by Dr. M:Leod, the Corresponding 
Secretary of the Society. 


“It is worse in Europe ; and being worse in Europe, the converted Jew 
would feel inclined to emigrate. Lo! a stranger lands on our shores. Is 
he from France ? he seeks out and meets a Frenchman. Is he a German, 
a Spaniard, or a Britain? he soon discovers a countryman. Is he a Jew? 
a Jew takes him by the hand. Is he a converted Jew? he has Jost his 
cast, and feels himself solitary. To the Jew he is a Christian, and to the 
Christian he is a Jew: he is in fact both Christian and Jew, but he is in 
reputation with neither, for by both he is neglected. What! a Christian 
neglected in a Christian land? Alas! the name is too general, too often, 
too commonly abused and prostituted to be a recommendation to special 
attentions. This stranger is left alone, without a friend, without a home, 
and without employment, until he finds a colony of his own religion and 
his own race. And ean any liberally-minded Jew or Christian object to 
the erection of such an asylum for the desolate ?” 


The late Dr. Boudinot, President of the Society, by a bequest in 
his will, left it optional with the Board to accept from his executors 
either a certain tract of new lands therein described, or the sum of 
$1000 in cash. They have chosen the latter ; and in anticipation 
of this aid, together with what has been and may yet be collected, 
their Committee of ways and means have already advertised to re- 
ceive proposals for the sale to the Society of from 15 to 20,000 
acres of land, whose site must be in the general vicinity of this 
city, or elsewhere in the state, and easily accessible from this place. 
Many proposals have in consequence been received, and are now 
under consideration. 

5. The brightening evidence and the corresponding conviction, 
in reference to the great object of the Society, that the time to prose- 
cute it vigorously, the time of effort and expectation is at hand. 
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Under this head the Report adverts to the general aspect of pro- 
phecy, taken in connexion with the signs of the times—and refers 
particularly to that sermon of Mr. Faber’s which has been the sub- 
ject of review in our last two numbers. An American edition of it 
has been printed at Baltimore, and the Society have purchased a 
number of copies for sale. 

in conclusion, the Board recommend the following items as deserv- 
ing the special attention of Christians in this country. 

1. The extension of the patronage and circulation of their month- 
ly intelligencer, Israel’s Advocate. 

2. The cultivation of a spirit of kindness toward the Jews with 
whom we come in personal contact, and of benevolence toward the 
whole race. 

3. The duty of prayer for their conversion. 

A request is modestly subjoined, for the prayers of Christians in behalf 
of the Board, especially in view of the importance and difficulty of the 
measures before them: and the Report closes with the quotation of en- 
couraging promises. 


BAPTIST CONVENTION. 


The General Convention of the Baptist denomination in the United 
States, for Foreign Missions, assembled at the City of Washington on the 
30th of April last. ‘i hey have published a Circular Address to their 
constituents, adherents, and friends throughout the Union; and their 
Board of Managers have presented a Report, which exhibits the concerns 
of that branch of the hristian Church as in a high degree prosperous and 
promising. We have ever felt sincere respect for this body of our fellow- 
believers ; their general soundness in the faith, their zeal for the truth, 
their love for each other, and their exertions in the cause of Missions, are 
so many distinct lineaments of an image which every follower of Jesus 
rejoices to recognize and to honour. We cannot, indeed, think with 
them in relation to a particular ceremonial rite; and we have long re- 
gretted the prejudices too generally prevailing in that body against the 
cultivation of learning in the ministry; but we hail with sincere joy a 
better era: that prejudice is fast vanishing before the light of truth—and 
a system of measures has been adopted, which we doubt not will extin- 
guish it for ever. 

A college has been founded at Washington, containing two general de- 
partments; one theological, and the other classical. ‘The first of these 
opened in September, 1821—the second in January, 1822. ‘There are 
now 59 classical students, and 17 young men preparing for the ministry. 
The president (who also takes the professional duties in general history, 
belles lettres, rhetoric and moral philosophy) is the Rev. Dr. Staughton, 
of Philadelphia ; in the theological department, he is professor of divinity 
and pulpit eloquence. 

The Rev. Isaac Chase is professor of the languages, and of Biblical 
literature. 

Rev. Alva Woods is professor of mathematics and natural philosophy, 
and of Ecclesiastical history and Christian discipline. 
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Dr. Sewall is professor of anatomy and physiology. 

Mr. J. Staughton, of chemistry and geology. 

Mr. Craven, of botany—and there are four tutors. 

A library of 2,000 volumes has been collected, and a very complete 
philosophical and chemical apparatus has been ordered out from England, 
and is expected in September. 

The control of this institution is effectually secured to the Convention, 
by the terms in which the landed property is conveyed to them in trust: 
for if at any time within a thousand years, more than one third of the 
Trustees shall be other than those nominated by the Convention, the fee 
simple of the whole property passes ever, and is vested in that body ab- 
solutely. The buildings, thus far, have-cost $70,000; nearly the whole 
of which sum has either been paid, or provided for by subscriptions. 
Mr. Staughton and Mr. Woods have gone to Europe, to collect aid in 
money, books, and philosophical apparatus ; they have been well receiv- 
ed, and are successfully prosecuting the objects of their mission. It isa 
pleasing fact, that their passages out and home (as well as those of the 
Missionaries to the East) are gratuitously furnished by John Welsh, Esq. 
of Philadelphia. What a contrast does this Christian liberality present 
to the conduct of a certain mercantile house in this city, who, when pas- 
sages had been engaged for Messrs. Gordon and Lee, and those Missiona- 
ries were prevented from embarking, insisted on the payment of the 
whole sum stipulated, and did actually receive it ! 

The mission to Burmah continues to occupy the attention and to en- 
gage the affections of our Baptist brethren.* It appears that eighteen of 
the natives have received baptism at Rangoon, and the hopes of Mr. 
Judson are higher than ever. He has completed his version of the New 
Testament, and the Board have provided for the printing of two thousand 
copies. Persecution seems to have subsided. ‘The emperor received 
Dr. Price very kindly, and offered to him and Mr. Judson a house at 
Ava, the imperial residence and capital of the Empire. Mr. Hough con- 
tinues to labour at Rangoon —and additional Missionaries have been sent 
there. The station at Chittagong, though bereaved by the death of Mr. 
Colman, is not to be abandoned. Mrs. Judson’s health is so much im- 
proved that she has sailed on her return to her husband, and to her be- 
loved converts, and no less beloved labours at Rangoon. A pair of large 
globes were sent to the Emperor of Burmah as a present. Numerous 
smal] associations have been formed in this country to provide for the 
education of Burman females ; they are called “ Judson Societies.” 

The Convention contemplate a Mission in Brazil, and are attempting 
one in Africa. Two Missionaries, by the name of Carey and Teague, are 
employed on the Coast, under the patronage of the Colonization Society ; 
and the reports of their conduct are of the most gratifying kind. A Mis- 
sionary station has recently been established among the Creek Indians ; 
it is under the care of the Rev. Mr. Compere, and is to be named the 
“ Withington Station.” This mark of respect, to a good man, is justly 

deserved. Let us learn to “ write benefits in marble. Another station 


* See a Review of Mrs. Judson’s History of this Mission, in our numbers for last 
June, 7th and 2ist. It would have been quite fair, if those Editors who copied this 
Review, had given credit to the Christian Herald and Seaman's Magazine. 
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exists at the Valley Towns, under the care of the Rev. Mr. Roberts, 
among the Cherokees. A school is established, and 56 scholars attend. 
There are mills, and a farm of 80 acres, under partial cultivation. The 
affairs of this station appear to be well conducted. 

The Fort Wayne and Carey stations, near Lake Michigan, are also 
flourishing. ‘They are under the care of the Rev. Mr. McKoy, and con- 
tain, together, about a hundred pupils. The Carey station is on the St. 
Joseph’s river, 30 miles from its mouth. 

The convention have adopted the plan of an agency to obtain funds 
for their Theological Seminary. The agent employed is to obtain sub- 
scriptions for scholarships, and to form little societies who will take the 
support of one or more students each. The Rey. Luther Rice has been 
appointed their general agent, and has evinced great zeal and very disin- 
terested liberality in the cause: having presented the entire amount of 
his salary, as well as of all personal presents made to him for years past, 
to the purchase of the whole furniture of the society’s printing establish- 
ment at Washington, and of two good dwelling houses connected with it : 
this property is estimated to be worth $10,000. 

Thus, while the christian world is divided into different sects, and dis- 
tinguished by many and various names, one animating, ardent, active spi- 
rit of combined enterprise, appears to have awaked in every part of the 
wide spread mass, and seems about to carry forward the whole amount 
of christian strength, pecuniary, intellectual, and spiritual, towards the best 
destinies of our race. A new era has opened upon the Church—a new 
age breaks upon the world. 








Summary. 


Ecclesiastical Promotions.—The Rev. Dr. Alexander Arbuthnot, Dean of St. Cole- 
man’s, Cloyne, has been promoted to the Bishopric of Killaloe and Kilfenora, vice 
Rt. Rev. Dr. Mant, translated to the Bishopric of Down and Connor. 

Proposed Bishopric—The Bath District Committee of the “ Society for the Pro- 
pagation of the Gospel in Foreign parts,” have presented a spirited address to the 
parent Institution, urging them to use their influence in procuring the establishment 
of a Bishopric in the English West-India Colonies. 

Newburgh Sabbath Schools —The Newburgh Sabbath School Seciety celebrated its 
anniversary on the 9th July. The meeting was opened with prayer by the Rev. 
John Johnston. The Repert having been read, Moses D. Burnet, Esq. made a “ most 
appropriate and excellent address,” and was followed by the Rev. Mr. Johnston in 
a few remarks upon the encouragement which the friends of these institutions have 
in their present flourishing state and future prospects, It appears from the Report 
that they have 300 scholars, divided into 32 classes, and instructed by 46 teachers 
and assistants. 








Notices & Acknowledgments. 


Since the Seaman’s department of this number was printed off, we have been 
favoured with letters, Sailor’s Magazines, &c. from our kind and attentive corres- 
pondents in London; and are happy to state, that the Rev. Grorck Cuarres 
Smirn, of Penzance, the devoted friend of seamen, was so far recovered from the 
illness which has for many months afflicted him, as to make a journey to London. 
His. death had been announced in the newspapers, and his numerous friends will 
rejoice to hear that the information was premature. Mr. Smith, it is well"known, is 
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the author of many excellent tracts for seamen, which have been ewe circu- 
lated in England and America, (re-printed here by the New-York Religious Tract 
Society.) To his former series he has now added three, of 24 pages each, which 
we have just received, and read with great interest. 

There is also some information communicated concerning the last illness and 
death of Capt. Micks, (or Mix,) of New-York, late of the ship Eagle, who died at 
Hamburgh im December: also of Cay Carwise, late of the ship Admittance, of 
Boston, who died at the same place in February last. Captain C, was a native of 
Salem, Mass.; about 29 years of age, and has left a wife. They were both visited 
during their illness by the Rev. W. H. Anoas, the British Sea-Missionary, who is 
now labouring on the Continent to spread the Gospel among seamen. Should the 
friends of either of the deceased call at No. 182 Broadway, they can see Mr. Angas’ 
journal. It may be expected in our next number. - 

General Association of Teachers.—This Association is composed of all the Super- 
intendents and Teachers connected with the “New-York Sunday School Union So- 
ciety,” and also the members of the “Visiting Committee.” They have for several 
years held monthly meetings, at which verbal reports of the schools have been made, 
and an interchange of opinions, touching the prosperity of the schools, has been 
freely opened. Some important improvements in the system of Sunday School 
operations have been originated in this body, and been sanctioned by the “ Com- 
mittee” of the Union. It has long been the desire of many members of the Asso- 
ciation to introduce the discussion of such topics as affect the interest of the schools, 
for the purpose of eliciting and diffusing that practical knowledge which the expe- 
rienced teachers possess. A plan has been adopted, by which specific questions, 
stated at a previous meeting, are brought under consideration, from which we may 
expectthe happiest results, The néxt meeting will be in the room under St. Matthew's 
Church, in Walker-street, on Wednesday evening, the 20th of August, at half past 
seven o'clock, when the following questions (unavoidably deferred at the last meet- 
ing) will be open for discussion, viz :— 

Question 1. Is it vot ve inconsistent for Sunday School Teachers to 
leave their classes, during the hours of instruction, to converse with their 
fellow-labourers ; and what are the evils likely to result from such a 
practice ? 

Question 2. What are the best means that can be adopted to fix the 
attention of Sunday School children on the preacher, and preserve order 
while in a place of worship ? | 

Question 8, What are the best means of influencing parents to patronize 
Sunday Schools, and co-operate with Sunday School teachers ? 

of the Scriptures, &c—We have pawn Bo a copy of a Sermon preached 
in Albany, before the Marine Bible Society of that place, by the Rev. Dr. Proudfit, 
entitled “The excellency of the Scriptures, an argument for zeal in promoting their 
circulation.” We shall endeavour to find room for an extract in our Seaman's 
department. ax" 

The Sabbath —The Rev. Dr. Spring has recently published an octavo pamphlet 
of 28 pages, entitled ““ An Appeal to the Citizens of New-York, in behalf of the 
Christian Sabbath.” The price is 25 cents, and the profits are given to the Tract 
Society. ([7 For sale at Haven’s. , 

Picture of the Mariner’s Chureh:—tIn this number we have given a front view of 
the Mariner’s Church in this city, with a brief history of the rise and progress of 
the Society for Promoting the Gospel among Seamen. A few copies of this print, 
with the history, and an account of the New-Orleans Bethel Union, have been 
printed separately, and will be sold at the Office—price 64 cents. 


CIVIL RETRPSPECT. 


The accounts respecting the war between France and Spain are derived so en- 
tirely through the French press, that its real state is unknown to us. If we were to 
place full confidence in the statements of the invaders, we must come to the con- 
clusion that tyranny will again reign in Peninsular Europe, and that both Spain 
and Portugal will become the scenes of renewed despotism and superstition. The 
uncertain character of this contest, and the happy, peaceful state of our own coun- 
try, indece us to omit our usual article under this title for the present number. 


Srama’s GMagarastue. 


~se- 


“The abundance of the sea shall be converted anto thee.” 























The FMariner’s Church, 
ERECTED BY 
THE SOCIETY FOR PROMOTING THE GOSPEL AMONG SEAMEN, 
COMPOSED OF VARIOUS DENOMINATIONS OF CHRISTIANS. 
1819.* 


Tre Martner’s Cuvrcn in the city of New-York, of which the 
above is a representation, is one of the results of the system of Do- 
mestic Missions. In the years 1816—17, the Rev. Wanp Srar- 
ForD, while engaged in Christian labours among the poor of this city, 

* This is a copy of the inscription upon the tablet placed in the front wall of the church. The 
tablet is a beautiful slab of serpentine marble, presented to the Society by the proprietor of the 
New-Haven quarry. 
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directed a part of his attention to the deplorable condition of our 
Mariners ; and it was at his suggestion that, early in 1818, incipient 
measures were adopted toward the formation of a Society for their 
benefit. The plan had many difficulties to contend with, and many 
prejudices to overcome ; but on the 5th of June, 1818, the Society 
FoR PromotinG THE GospeL amonc Seamen was regularly organised, 
and on the 20th of December following, a temporary place of wor- 
ship was opened in Cherry-street, and, in conjunction with the 
«« Marine Missionary Society,’’* the’board of Directors engaged Mr. 
Stafford to preach the Gospel to Seamen. An experiment of a few 
months having produced the most encouraging evidence that the 
exertions made for their benefit met with the cordial approbation of 
seamen themselves, and began to have a perceptible effect upon 
their moral condition, in February, 1819, the board ventured, not 
without some apprehension, to purchase most of the land which forms 
the site of the Mariner’s Church ; in April following they obtained 
an act of incorporation from the Legislature ; and on the 14th of 
October, of the same year, the corner stone of the edifice was laid.} 
This novel temple (we believe the first Mariner’s Church in the 
world) for worshippers, till now unseen in almost any, was dedicated 
to the service and worship of Almighty God on Sunday, June 4th, 
1820—a day which will not soon be forgotten by many who witnessed 
the solemn services. It is not one of the least interesting features 
of this institution, that it presents the novelty of an establishment in 
which all sectarian views are so far discarded as to admit preachers 
of different denominations into its pulpit. On this occasion the dedi- 
cation services were performed by the Rev. James M. Mathews, of 
the Reformed Dutch Church; the Rev. Laurence Kean, of the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church ; and the Rev. James Milnor, D. D. Rector 
of St. George’s (Episcopal) Church. The first preacher engaged 
in stated ministrations in this church was its virtual founder, the 
Rev. Ward Stafford: in November, 1820, he resigned, and the in- 
stitution depended on voluntary supplies from various clergymen in 
the city. But supplies of preaching were not the only thing re- 
quired for the great objects of the undertaking : something allied to 
pastoral service must also be furnished, or one half, and more than 
half, the practicable advantage will be lost. Sensible of this, the 
Board, in March, 1821, engaged the Rev. Henry Cuase in this de- 
partment of ministerial duty, and also to supply the pulpit occa- 
sionally. He visited the boarding-houses of seamen, distributed 
Bibles and Tracts among them, and held frequent meetings for de- 
votional purposes. Their attendance at the church continued to 
increase, and many cheering evidences of the Divine blessing were 
experienced in the salutary, and, we trust, saving impressions pro- 
duced in some of their minds. In addition to the ordinary services 
in the morning and evening of the Sabbath, and on Wednesday even- 
ings, at this time meetings for prayer and the communication of re- 
ligious intelligence were held every Sabbath afternoon. For the 


* Afvcer the Church was completed, this Society was dissclved. 
+ See Christian Herald, Vol. VI. p. 416. 
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purpose of informing the public respecting the need of greater ef- 
forts in behalf of the spiritual interests of seamen, and encouraging 
such exertions by reporting their success, the board made arrange- 
ments for securing to this object a portion of the pages of the Chris- 
tian Herald, a semi-monthly publication. This work, under the 
title of the Curistran Heratp anp Seaman’s Macazine, has since 
continued to aim at being an auxiliary in this cause. About the 
same period the Berner Frac, represented in the cut, was received 
as a present from the British and Foreign Seamen’s Friend Society 
and Bethel Union, and has since been the signal of public worship in 
the Church. Mr. Chase being unable, owing to a previous engage- 
ment elsewhere, to devote his whole time to the highly important 
and useful department assigned him, in January, 1822, the Directors 
employed, in addition, the whole time of the Rev. Joun Truain, late 
of Cherry Valley ; and in Jan. 1823, by the help of some aid received 
from the United Domestic Missionary Society, the board were enabled 
to engage the whole time of the Rev. Mr. Chase as a Missionary to 
seamen. ‘The Church is open for Divine service on Sunday morn- 
ing, afternoon, and evening ; a prayer meeting is held in the room 
under the Church every Wednesday evening; and a flourishing 
Sabbath school is kept in the same place for the children of sea- 
faring people, and others, who reside near the Church. Prayer 
meetings have been held for these children at the houses of their 
parents, and some progress has been made in carrying into effect 
the plan of local visitation proposed by the benevolent and distin- 
guished Chalmers. 

The Mariner’s Church is built of brick, situated in Roosevelt- 
Street, near the East River. It is fifty-nine by fifty-eight feet, plain- 
ly, but neatly finished, with galleries ; the first floor, which is ex- 
clusively devoted to Mariners, will seat about six hundred: the 
basement story affords convenient accommodation for the Sunday 
School, prayer meetings, store rooms for fuel, &c. The land and 
building cost sixteen thousand dollars—6000 of this sum was pro- 
cured on loan from the Mechanics’ Insurance Company, and is se 
cured by bond, and mortgage on the premises. This debt the board 
are now anxious to liquidate, and they have empowered a Com- 
mittee* to establish a sinking fund for this purpose. 

The results of such an institution cannot of course be traced in 
a moment: they reach far and wide beyond the sphere of our limi- 
ted observation : but so far as we have been enabled to follow them, 
they have every where been of the happiest kind. An interest in 
favour of christian ordinances has been excited where it was thought 
impossible that such a feeling could ever exist—the boarding houses 
of seamen, and the haunts of all wickedness have, in instances not 


* The Committee are Mr. Heman Averitt, 68 South-St. Chairman, 
Mr. Moses Auten, No. 18, Wall-St. and Mr. Joun S. Crary, corner of 
Pine and Pearl-Sts. To any of these gentlemen donations may be sent 
to liquidate the debt of the Mariners’ Church, and they will be thankfully 
received. The first Quarterly Sermon for this object was preached last 
Sunday evening, by the Rev. Mr. Mathews. 
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a few, been not only cleansed but sanctified by the streams that flow 
from this fountain—the Bible, and religious Tracts have been diffus- 
ed over the ocean, as well as the land, and their healthful in- 
fluence has raised the moral character of seamen, and essentially 
aided the merchant service ; while the instances of individual con- 
version have been authenticated by all that evidence (and often by 
more than that) which is accepted as sufficient in all other cases. 
Let this, while it excites to gratitude and praise, excite also to pray- 
er and exertion. There is no field more promising, or more readi- 
Jy cultivated than the bosoms of a class of men, of whom we have 
all too long indolently and causelessly despaired. 


*_* Donations for the Society for promoting the Gospel among Sea- 
men, will be thankfully received by the Treasurer, Rurus Daven- 
vont, corner of Peck Slip and Front-Street. 


Pournal of the Bethel Hlag 
| AT NEW-YORK. 


Tuesday, 20th May.—The meeting was held on board the Presi- 
dent, Capt. Fanning, at Burling Slip. The ship was well provided 
with awning and seats. At 8 o’clock the service commenced by 
singing a hymn from the Seaman’s devotional Assistant ; the decks 
were filled with seamen and citizens, among which were many ship 
masters: one of them who had lately arrived from sea, made a 
very aflectionate address to seamen and landmen, and engaged in 
prayer. Several followed him in addresses and prayers. Seamen 
were then requested to let us know what the Lord was doing for 
their souls ; and what their feelings are in respect to the exertions 
which are made in various parts of the world for their salvation ; 
or any other communication they felt disposed to make. 

One said, ‘‘ | have been more astonished this evening than I ever 
was before, at what I have heard read from the annual report lately 
received from England, relating to what the Lord is doing for Sea- 
men there, and in all parts of the world. Although | have been in 
almost every place named in that report, they were like myself, 
ignorant of Christ, regardless of religion, and unconcerned about 
their souls: and we could always unite in debauchery without any 
reproach or advice from one individual, but now Bethel meetings are 
held to reprove, advise, or pray for poor Sailors. Blessed be God 
for his goodness. But when | heard Cronstadt named, my heart 
leaped for joy, that the Bethel Flag and floating Chapel were 
there ; for | never saw more idolatry in India than | have seen in 
that place, which brought some conviction on my mind in seeing 
them bowing down to Images of wood and stone every day, in @ 
house built on purpose near the shore, which was full of Images 
and full of people. A priest was present, who pronounced to eve- 
ry one who was retiring from the house, that their sins were for- 











Journal of the Bethel Flag. 189 


given. They were the most superstitious and wicked people I 
ever saw.” 


There were about two bundred and fifty present. Many tracts 
were distributed. 

Tuesday evening, 3d June.—The Bethel Union held a prayer 
meeting on board the brig Charleston, Capt. Disbrow. The Commit- 
tee often have their feelings animated in seeing gentlemen from 
various parts of the United States attend their meetings: and often 
hear them give addresses of much importance. This evening one 
arose and said, ** 1 have been meditating on what my ears have 
heard about these Bethel meetings, and how indifferent and un- 
concerned | have felt about them; but O! my eyes now see that 
which makes my heart rejoice! They are of the greatest impor- 
tance ; it fills my heart with love to God for what he is doing for 
the salvation of seamen, and I am filled with wonder in seeing so 
many present so much engaged in exhortations, prayers, and praise. 
O, I am a vile sinner! my heart condemns me for not before 
knowing the object of these Bethel meetings.” 

Some very affecting observations were made on the Scriptures ; 
referring to what they reveal to us concerning the purposes of the 
Almighty, for those who go down to the sea in ships, and do busi- 
ness on the mighty waters. It is deciared that ‘the abundance of 
the sea shall be converted unto God.’ Some landmen have become 
anxious for its conversion, and made instruments in the hands of 
God to bring about his glorious predictions, and accomplish his 
purposes concerning Mariners. The Scriptures are daily and hour- 
ly fulfilling ; but we are sorry to say there are many who reside on 
shore, who give themselves no trouble about the predictions of God 
concerning either those who dwell on the land or on the sea. We shall 
always bid landmen welcome to any of our Bethel meetings, that 
their eyes may see that the communications made from New-York 
and various parts cf the world are trae, and that there is a union of 
spirit among all denominations of Christians for the salvation of 
seamen. No meetings can be more silent and solemn. A goodly 
number were present, and Christ was in our midst. Many tracts 
were distributed. 

Tuesday evening, 10th June.—Meeting on board the ship Commo- 
dore Perry, Capt. Allen; the decks were filled with mariners. 

“ Glory to God, the day’s arrived 
“ That wand’ring Sailors shall be sav’d! 
“ Glory to God, the hour is come 
“ To call poor banish’d Sailor’s home.” 

The Lord gave us his presence, and warmed every heart, which 
brought forth strains of love to God for what he is doing for long ne- 
glected seamen. The Rev. Messrs. Truair and Chase were engaged 
in exhortations and prayers, which produced a solemn silence, and 
gave a sufficient evidence that every ear was open to hear, and eve- 
ry heart prepared to receive divine instruction, The blessed ef- 
fects of this meeting is unknown to us, but it is recorded in heaven. 
Several Shipmasters and landmen engaged in the exercises. We 
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trust in the promises of God, that he will answer the prayers that 
were offered up in the name of Christ, for the Captain Officers and 
Crew on board that ship, and all who were on the ocean, exposed 
to a sudden and untimely death unprepared for a heavenly inheri- 
tance. 

The Captain and officers made the ship a floating Chapel, in her ac- 
commodations in seats, lights, and every thing which was necessary. 

Hundreds of tracts were distributed, with the Seaman’s Magazine. 


- 
—_—— 


AT NEW-ORLEANS. 


In our Jast number we had the pleasure to announce the rise and 
progress of some efforts for the instruction of seamen at BaLTrMone : 
now we are enabled to announce the formation of the 


NEW-ORLEANS BETHEL UNION, 


in the establishment of which the friends of seamen have great cause 
of rejoicing. A very large number of mariners visit that port every 
year, and hitherto have been almost entirely cut off from those 
Christian privileges which it is the object of this institution to sup- 
ply. The following journal will be read with interest :-— 

New-Orleans, March 16, 1823.—Having obtained leave of the 
builder, it was agreed that a meeting should be held in the new 
Market, near the Levee, (in Fouburg, St. Mary.) Accordingly, 
seats were prepared, and notice given on Sabbath morning, by seve- 
ral of the friends of Zion, who went on board the vessels, steam- 
boats, and flat boats, to give information to all of that long-neglected 
cluss of community, seamen, that such a meeting would be held at 
11 o’clock A. M., particularly for their benefit. When the hour ar- 
rived, but few had assembled. The exercises were commenced by 
singing one of the songs of Zion, the novelty of which seemed to 
attract the attention of the floating multitude, and soon collected a 
respectable number, 150 to 200. The Rev. Mr. Hudson addressed 
the Throne of Grace, and delivered a short, appropriate discourse— 
the Rev. Mr. Alexander then made a solemn address. During the 
exercises all behaved with great propriety ; the meeting was solemn 
and interesting, and the hearts of its friends were greatly encouraged. 
Another meeting was appointed, to be at the same hour and place 
on the next Sabbath. 

Sabbath, March 23.—This morning the weather was very un- 
favourable, and but few were expected at New-Market. The exer- 
cises were commenced with fear and trembling ; but the Lorp caused 
the people to run quickly together. About the same number as- 
sembled as on the last Sabbath, who listened with fixed attention and 
apparent tenderness. Tracts were cheerfully accepted ; and another 
similar appointment was made for the next Sabbath. 

March 27.—Having received from the New-York Bethel Union, 
by the Jasper, a Berne: Frac, the hearts of Christians rejoiced 
that, by this precious token of Christian affection, seamen would, by 
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its lofty wavings, be silently invited to the worship of Jehovah, upon 
their native element, and upon those decks which, to seamen, are 
more like home than any other place. 

A general notice having been given that a meeting would, take 
place on the 28th of March, for the formation of a Bethel Union in 
New-Orleans, a respectable number of persons attended, and a So- 
ciety was formed, to be known by the name of ‘“*‘ Tue New-On.eans 
Berner Union.” The Constitution of the Society is similar to that 
of the New-York Bethel Union, in its general features. The fol- 
lowing gentlemen were elected Officers :— 

Aurrep Hennen, Esq. President. 
Patrick Tuompson, Vice-President. 
James Rosinson, Treasurer. 
Josnua Batpwin, Secretary. 

Manacers—Messrs. Cox, Farrin, M’Nair, Ring, Fiske, Paulding, 
Hyde, M’Cart, and Welman. 

After the Officers and Managers were elected, the sum of one 
hundred and fourteen dollars was immediately subscribed, as follows, 
viz: 18 life members, $5 each; 10 annual members, $1 each ; and 
$14 donations. 

Sabbath morning, 30th.—Agreeably to previous notice, meeting 
for seamen, held at New-Market, about 150 present. Rev. Messrs. 
Hudson and Alexander addressed the attentive audience, and Chris- 
tians felt that *‘ it was good to be there.”’ 

Sabbath, April 6.—Meeting at same place for seamen and boat- 
men—about the same number present. Rev. Messrs. H. and A. 
addressed them, and the meeting was solemn. 

Sabbath, 13th.—Meeting at the same place. 

Sabbath, 20th.—The Bethel Flag waved at the mast-head of the 
schooner George, Captain Stackpole, who first offered his vessel for 
that purpose. Exercises commenced at 9 o’clock A.M. Mr. Alex- 
ander preached to an attentive audience ; and at evening held meet- 
ing for seamen on board the Phebe-/Ann, Capt. Holmes—large as- 
sembly, and remarkably attentive ; much feeling was manifest. 

Tuesday evening, 22d.—Prayer meeting on board same vessel—no- 
tice given, and repeated by the waving of the Bethel Flag at mast- 
head all the afternoon : audience large, and very attentive. Capt. 
Brumley kindly offered his vessel, ship Crisis; and agreeable to 
appointment, on Sabbath morning, 27th, met at 9 o’clock on board 
the Crisis, Mr. Hudson preached—but few present, seamen occu- 
pied in drying their sails, after a long storm. Held prayer meeting 
at evening, on board same vessel. 

Capt. Ives offered his vessel, ship Israel, and in pursuance of the 
appointment, Bethel Flag having been hoisted at her mast-head 
early in the morning, at 9 o’clock of 4th May the managers assem- 
bled, and held a meeting for seamen ; read a short sermon, made 
some remarks, and two prayers, closing the exercises with singing. 
Meeting was requested on board the same vessel at evening—at 
which Mr. Payson’s address was read, and listened to with great at- 
tention. As at other meetings, tracts were very thankfully receiv- 
ed, among which were many copies of said address. And although 
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the Captains could not be prevailed upon to take part in the exer- 
cises, yet after the meeting closed, several of them expressed their 
high approbation of the object, and meetings, and said they rejoiced 
with astonishment, ‘that such a thing had been started in Vew-Orleans, 
a place that needed it more than any other they had ever visited.’ 

Capt. Barns, of the ship Lewis, offered his vessel for next Sab- 
bath morning. Accordingly, on the morning of the 11th, early, the 
Bethel Flag waved at mast-head, beconing perishing Seamen to come 
to Christ, and be healed—that the deep stains of pollution might be 
taken away, and their souls be saved from the gloomy prison of des- 
pair. The audience was not large but very attentive ; Tracts, 
C. H. and Seamans’ Magazine, &c. were distributed, and received 
with great cheerfulness, the exercises were conducted by Managers : 
&c. as usual, 

Several Seamen were frequently heard to say, ‘1 am sorry the 
exercises are so short—this is better than rambling about.’ And 
added : ‘ who would have thought, that this kind of meetings would 
be met with in such a place as this ?’ 

At evening, a prayer meeting was held on board same vessel : 
audience not large, (many vessels having left port recently,) but at- 
tentive, and always orderly, to a proverb. 








MARINERS’ CHURCH, PHILADELPHIA. 


The sail loft on North Wharves, between Market and Arch-sts. 
formerly occupied as a place of worship for Mariners, being too con- 
fined and uncomfortable, and the session room more recently used, 
being at an inconvenient distance from the water side, a lot of ground 
has been purchased in Water-st. between Walnut and Chesnut, (hav- 
ing a front of 75 feet, and extending 62 and a half feet towards the 
river,) on which it is intended to erect a Mariners’ Church ; and it 
is hoped the projectors will receive such encouragement as will ena- 
ble them to complete the building during the present season. 

Phila. Recorder, 








To the Editor of the London Sailor's Magazine. 


Harwicns, April 2, 1823. 
Sin—The following lines were handed to me by a Seaman belonging to his Ma- 
jesty’s Revenue Service on this station, after a cruise. The novelty of the case of 
a sailor thus employing his leisure hours at sea induced me to forward them to you 
(should you think proper) for insertion. Yours, &c. 
Tue Secretary oF THE BetHer Union Society. 


ACROSTIC ON THE BETHEL FLAG, 


B lest Banner of Grace to the sons of the ocean! 

E ndear’d be the day I first saw thee in motion ! 

*T was by thee I first heard, and the sound still I cherish, 
H ow that Sailors are sinners, and sinners must perish 
E xcept they repent, and are freely forgiv’n, 

L o! Christ has declar’d they shall ne’er enter Heav'n. 





F or this precious truth, and a hope in it too, 
L ost Tom is indebted, bright Flag, unto you, 
A's an instrument us’d ; but by God’s dearest Son 
G race alone is bestow'd, and new life is begun. 


